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ABSTHACT 

This collection of background material^ lesson plansp 
and activities concerns wanipuiii belts and other uses of yampum among 
the ^lohawk Indians* It is divided into four sections-* the 
introductory narrative and three . lessen plans* The lesion- plans are 
en the uses cf wampumt the making of vfampiimp and wampum belts. Each 
lesson plan provides the vocabulary to be discussed, purpose, 
instruct ionai objectives, materials^ lethods, and an activity sheet 
for evaluation purposes. The activities are illustrated with 
pen-and-ink drawings* A selected bibliography concludes the booklet, 
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liy Tehaoutorons 



To most people a wampum belt niieans any beaded belt made 
by Indians^ Gloss beads v/ere introducod by v/hite traders and 
with these the Indian people did boautiful erabroidory work, 
iief ore the introduction of ^lass boads^ embroidery work tvas 
made with percupine quills^ The loUi^ hairfroQ tho bell or 
chin whiskers of the moose was also used* \ath the intro- 
duction of the crude ^lass bead^the far more artistic por- 
cupine quill and moose hair embroidery becamo a lost slcill« 

The true wampum bead was not made of i^lass* Alona 
the Atlantic coastal waters from Cape Sod to Florida is 
found the quaho^^ or round clam nheli* Usin^ this material 
the coastal Indian peoples made wampum beads » These were 
long cylinder shaped beads about one-fourth inch lont and 
one-eighth of an inch in diameter. These were of two colors i 
white and purple^ In ancient times wampum was strung on 
thread made of twisted elm bark. The word wampLmi is the 
All^onquin Indiau word for these shell Ueads« It was a 
term used by the Indians of the ISew England States* The 
name has survived to the preGcnt day* The early Indiana of 
the Atlantic seaboard ussd this white and purple wampum 
for personal decorations as i^^XX as for trading purposes, 
delts, wrist bands ear rin^s^ ner.klaces and headbands of 
wampum were observed by the early white colonists while 
visiting New toyland Indians. The Indian people originally 
drilled this v^ampum shell with ntone or reed drills. Later 
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iron drills w^;r€ substituted* iwon white people became 
wampum makers and the first montiy of the Afnericeii coloniats 
v/as wampum a 

At first only tiio coastal InidianM had The 
east end of tony Island war the oribiiiGi e?.at of the vampum 
trade. The ivaraai^ansstt Indians who wor^ related to the 
Long Island le soon ccntroiled i,he v;dQpuia tradc^ They 

supplied the, ..*^io::s oi the interior wi tneir wanspuiu* 
Tills wampum was ^xuhaiiLJd for furs from the wosuern Indians* 

Our Iroquois People used wampum for official purposes 
as well as for r&lxt^ionB ceremonies^ ^..ccoi ('iiiij. to tradi- 
tion wampimi wao ihtroduced to the Iroquois by iilawatha at 
the time of the founding of the loaj^ue of the- Fiva Nations* 
riiawatha decreed and rof^ulated Its use. ite taught the Five 
Nations that wampum shiould brin-^ and bind peace and take the 
place of blood* de first introduced it to the Mohawks and 
after telling the Council of its use, hio co-worker 
Deganawidah^ used i^ampum to console or wipe away the tears 
of Iliawatha v/hosa heart was hoavy becauaa of the loss of 
his daufe^htcrs. This was thu fir^t Condolence Ceremony and 
has existed without chmiE^u dcv/n to the present day^ Th# 
first wampum used uy iliawatha was ^.^^ 5 J; fresh water 
shells* There are traditScns tocfi^ hhe Trocjuoia that 5 
before shell wampoin w^.s known to the FJve Nations^ v/ampum 
was uadc ' frtrii *'OOd sfcaiaod black and white* din Onon-* 
da^a tradition la^^5 titat the first wsn:pum was made from 
the quills of the eaj^le. iit any rate iliawatha searas to 
have been the firfjt to use shell vmmpum £vf coremonial 



.-iS v;an?.puirii becamo more ylentiful it was used more 
a i more until it cmie to be re^ardyd as soniethini^ sacred. 

ampum strings aerved as credentials or as a certificate 
of auithority. No Iroquois chief v;ould listen to a mes-- 
sender or pay attention to a report until he received 
official iiii Drmation' through a runiiur who cnrritjo the 
X^roper wtoijULi strin^ or belt, uampuin guaranteed a mes- 
sage or a proiuiee^ Treaties sneant aothln^ unless they 
were accompanied by wampuin^ ^elts vjcre ^iven and received 
at treaties as seals of friendship. Wo Iroquois indi- 
vidual or nation would think of breaking a word or treaty 
If the treaty was made uver a sacred wampuni belt- \*ith 
every important treaty wampum^ belts were exchanged. Some* 
tiniee as many as forty belts were exchanged at a single 
councilp Likewise, every law passed by the Iroquois Coun- 
cil was recorded v/ith a certain etrin^ or belt of wampuni* 
The treaty or law that went with the wampura was memorized 
by certain trained individuals* 

The Onondaga Nation whose country was situated in 
the center of Iroquois Land was chosen, not only the Keepers 
of the sacred fire (Capital) of the Irdquoia Confederacy * 
but the Onouda^^a iMotion whs likewiue the iCcepers of the 
\,ampuin or records 

Twice a year the Uuuip^Ara Keepers, at a special council, 
would gather the peojjlci and takiu^^ each wampum belt or 
string, would hold it aloft so that oil eould see* lie 
would then recite thn message or Iw that went with the 



particular wampum that he .heid. alter r^citin^ its mean- 
inia^the belt or string v,as passed from hand to hand amonG 
the entire aatherinb that its design and moaning would al- 
wayE be remembered* At that time younger \;arriors who had 
been selected because oi their keen mintJs were ^iven siiecial 
tralninb and instructioii by the older v/ampum keepers. 
These younti men would some day become Keepers of tho Uampura 
and it was necessary that their training started early. 
It has been recordocl by oarly white men that a wampum keep* 
er, even alter jeveral years ha^l elapsed ^ince a treaty was 
made, would hold the bext that went with the treaty and re- 
peat word for word witaout error, the entire raessaye even 
thout^h some oi the treaties and promises were quite lengthy. 

It is said that before wampum was introduced the wing 
of an eafale was ^iven to sanction a treaty. In historical 
times beaver skino .^anC painted sticks have been used to re- 
place, wampum when it was scarce. 

Six strin^B of purple wampum united at one end stand 
for the Si3c Nations* when this is laid in a circle the 
council was open^^-j'hen it vjas taken up li meant that the 
council was over. Lach nation of the Iroquois had a special 
string of wampum that represented their people. These are 
as follows* , 

riohav/ks - six strin4^s tied tot^ether, two purple beads to 
one white* 

uneidas - seven strlnys tied totiether^ almost all purple 
beads. 



Onondabas - four strings tiud totsether, two purple beads 
to one white. 

Senecas - four strings tied tOtsether^ two purple bejids al-- 
ternated v/ith tv/o \^'hite* 

Cayu^as * six string,! tied tObutliGr, all purple boads^ 
(liheL^ a speaker at an Iroquois aouncil addressee a par- 
ticular nation, ho picks up and holds In his hands that 
particular nation *s v/ampuni strin^So 

Uiiile reading a wampurn belt special care v/as oiade 
to hold the belt correctly* Usually vjhen the raessate or 
speech was half finished the speaker would turn the belt 
over* 

A certain amount of wampum could ransom a murderer 
or captured prisoner. 

A clan, one n£ whose members had been killed , c uld 
hand a wampuin belt to a noted \;arrior« If the bttlt was 
accepted by the \jarrior, it meant that he would take over 
the responsibility of getting revento for the clan and 
thus uphold their honor ^ the honor of the members- If the 
warrior let the belt fall it meant that he would not accept 
the responsibility^ % 

lihite wompuui was the emblem of something i^ooAi of 
peace and purity* Purple waripom meant more important af-* 
fairs of a civic nature. 



belt painted red vbb vjbt belt. If such a belt 
vas sent to s nation it v^as an ini/itation for then to join 
in the v;ar. If the belt ' as taken it meant that the nation 
would accept the invitation^ If at the council it vas 
thro'rra to the ground it meant that the nation 'rould not 
join^ in the v^ar. 

..ampum is still used in the cerenony of raising up a 
ne** Gnief and in the Iroquois Thaaiksgivings and ICariv^iioo 
Ceremonies^ 

i.very Chief of the Confederacy and every Clan ^lother 
has a certain string or strings of ^^anpum that is their 
cortificute of office. - 

Invitation /ampum for a civil or religious council is 
still used. A small stick attached to the v;ampum strings 
and covered vith notchoG tells the nuriber of days before 
the council is to be held^ 

/hen a Head Chief or lesser chief of the Cor^ederacy 
dies, a runner is sent to each nation carrying proper 
wampux strings. Ke ^ alks from one end of the reservation 
to the other and every once in av'hile he -dll give a cer- 
tain call (Kwee?)o If he gives the call three times, one 
call after another, it tells the people that a head Chief 
has diedp If he gives the call once at certain intervals 
it means that a '/ar Chief has died. His ualk ends at the 
Council House and there he tells the Chiefs the sad news, 
shov;ing proper vraapam strings* 

Because of the ocarcity df ^^ar;pum only rricpuo strings 
are used today* Host of the old belts are lost^ hany, 



throush one v^ay ^*ELnother5 have foimd their imy/to the 

shov/ cases of imseuns. A fe^^^ individual IndiansKaiill 

1 . 

have hidden avmy Bomm of the old - ampum belts. 



^TehanetorGns , ^fampum Belts ^ (Onchiota, WIi oix 



Nations Mdian liUseUin). pp^ 5-^5 
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TOPIC: Uses of .arpur. 

GHaDZ L..VLiL: 4-6 

TIIJ; ALLOT! uNT: 20-30 minutfeB.^ 

VOCABULilY TO DIwGUS^i oniko'rhn - • ■aEpvm bes.ds 

Pin?JC,=3i:- To acquaint the Btudeiin ■■/ith tlio ueen of 

•■arpmn (and to cori-QCt the ov.'sreotype of '..'sapUE 

Used for noney), 

IITGT3UCTlUli.^L CBJjJaTlV^..;: 
The student 

1^ tell ho^' the use of rrpuni oi i5inati3Cl 
2o list ^ syo the Indians used '^a.: pun 
3* list reasons for the use of v^^anpUD in treaties 
list each nation of the Ironuois and t^Q ^-rapipim 

strings thst r;epresent each i 

. I .---^ • 

KATEHIALa: picture of ^:ampum. Book; Molly ^ Anne; ■/ampum ^ 
OT, lOf: HaotingP House Pub, 1977- Chapter 5^ 

/ ■ _ • 

riZTHODo: Read ChiiBter 5 in ^/anpu.a - ' rio',.- the Iroquois 

Got Uampur." p* ^J. Discuss 'Mth tne students the 

many uses of 'mmpmL^ Helat'S co the students the 

oeaning of 'rampum as used in tr^^aties. List the 

nations of the Iroquois cn the board and discuss 

the snecial strings reprc'i&ntir..;^ each nation* 

^ 

2VaLUATICM^: Given an activity theec, the student uill- 
ans wer six out of eight stateman^^s correctly* 



lNSThUCTlQN«L i^uUi.CL 



Ti^i. IKOMUOIS GOT \,a^iPUIl 

Lon^ at^o, says one myth^ livtid an Iroquois namiid iliawatha. 
ilis heart v/as sick ^causa his Indian brother f weTO right- 
inb one another. Many men^ v/omen and children died in 
these continual battles, iliawtha resolved that the tribes 
should make peace. First he woulC ask the Mohawks to join 
in an alliance with his people. 

iliawatha set out alone upon his Journey^ ills bow 
%vas at his back and his. traveler ^^ pouch of deerskin hung 
from his bolt^ dim thoughts were upon nothing but his 
desire to end the bloorly wars* 

As he hurried ori, he fcsard the clamor of ducks. 
Soon^ he came to a pontl* As he cama near, the ducks flew 
away. He saw than that the pond had (^one dry. Its bot- 
toiu was filled with shello. ile took some in his travel|r's 
pouch* Uhen he stoppud to r^st upon his Journey, he made 
^bolts of them. These he v/ould use to make the union be- 
tween the brothers strong. 

\,hen he yot to the Mohawks he celled to them, "I 
briny .you ^ood rews.^* And he told them of his plan to 
make peace. • * , 

The chief man of the liohawks said, 'Hve can see the 
bj^ody trails^ Ue can see the bad things* Those bloody 
tomahawks und bovr , ^.l-.oy^must be burlad rorever," , 

And so the Mohawk nation was the first to Join with 



rilawatha in a d^burederecy. And the wampum belts and 
strings he had inade wore used to bind thorn together. 
Then the Itohawks wciit avmy with iliav/atha to all the 
hostile Iroquois nations ond he ehowed their council 
how to make and use waDipura? 



Jlolloy, Anne* Uampum. NY^NY; Haatinys iiouse Pubi 
1977, 



Id 



.kCTlVITY SUL^ 



us^ OF \..if^uii : ^ . ^ ■ 

Choose a word jfrom thiii list and complete each sentence 
below* 

Ilohawks - promise wampura string or belt 

Hiawatha friendship religious coremonios 
- Six Nations peace 

1* immpum i^uaranteed a messat© or a » 
2. jdelts were received at treaties as seals of 



3. Official information was carried by a runner who 

carri ed the proper 
4* Six strings tied together^ tv^o purple beads to 

one white 5 represontad th e 
5. Six strings of purple v/ampura imited at one end 

, stand for the . . \ . • » 

6m iVccording to tradition wampum was introduced to 

th0 Iroquois by_ 

7* iilawatha taught that wampum should briniy and 

bin d 

8. \/ampum was used in 
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TOPIC: The rCaking ot V.'ampun ■ 
GHADiL LJ;r£L: ^-6 ■ ' 

ALL0TI7ENT: JO linutes 
VOOABUMHY TO DlSOUiJ: onikorha - v/ampum beads 
PURPCSii: To acquaint th© students *"ith the proce^ 
dure of -ranpmi making* 

INSTEUCTIOilia OBJi:CTIV.i:^i 
The student v;ili i 

1» naiLe tv:o kUnds of shells used for ivanpim 
making 

^0 colors of vraQpum and tell the 
meaning of each 
5^ desoribe 5 steps in making ^.^rampum 
4* discuss wlyr ^rampun is scarce today and where 
the beXtn are kept 

A string of v^ampum (authGntio)^ or replica 

of ^^ampun strings , or pictures ' ^ 

\ " ■ . ^- = 

; • \ / ' _ , 

i'^THODQ, Discuss the uses of \'ampim^ The teacher uill 
tell the students ^^^hare >^aiipum heads v^ere firstv " 
made,, and by rhom^ Kace the. shells used (quahog 
\ or chov;der shells) ^ i^escribe the time consuming 
\ process of malting these beads i 
1* splittinB the shell 
2* grindinc 

5^ drilling - • 



4. grinding the ends 

5. polishing 

6. stringins 

f^'Give the colors of vmrnpum and their meanings, 
-hit© good' peace & purity 

purple - important affairs mourniiig- condo-- 
lence^ 

Discuss v/ith students -/here v;ampum is kep't 
today and 'rhy it is scarce. 

EVALUATION^ 

Given an activity sheet, the student will ansv 
seven out of ten questions correctly^ 
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onikohka on Tiu crigv:^.l 'jicmin 

Instructor-nyron Glute 



Steps of :iakino Onilcorha (Orisinal ■/acpua) 

1. .Jhell- The nuahoB or ohovder shells are the best 

to use because of their thictoiess ^ 

2. Jplittins- The shell is oplit into. half inch by 

quarter inch sires udth clippers * 
3* Grinding- The shell is ground into standard si a 
' (rough form) vith a stone emery placed 
in a bo^^l of %^ater is to reduce fric- 
tion and heat so that the shell von't 
^ shatter* 

4. Drilling- nt this point it is placed in a hard 

vood vice^or any v^ooden vice . then drilled 
lenf3thv;ise through the center^ not oorc- 
pletely to the^ end, the drill is then re- 
moved, the Onikorha bead is turned to .the 
opposite end then the hole is conpleted 
through this end* 

5c, Grinding^ Again/ the bead^ is evenly shaped and 

smoothed vrith^ the emery stone it is nov 
ready for pollrihinga \ 

6. PolishiiiG-- Unlng a' buffer and silver poliah each 
bead is Dolished then strungo 
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ACCDIVITY SIffiET ' " 

WAl^UM NUKING : 

Read each statements Write true or^ false in the 
blank at fihe right.. 

^1. V/ampum vras'used for sending messages and record- 
ing events. ^ 



2« Wampum beads vrere brovm. 



3* Wampum beads ^^fere made from quahog or roimd clam 
. shells s ' - / , ^ 



4^ A purple belt was^ a v?ar belt I 
5^ Clippers are used for grinding. 



6. White v/ampum symboliried good, peace and purity. 



7, The first step in n^ampum makihg is splitting the 
shells • ' '„ 



8. A vice is used to hold the shell for grinding. 



9^- Each bead is polished before stringing. 

10^ There, is plenty of w ampum today* 
. ^ ' ^. ' 21 24 



TOPIC? Wampuin belts ' , 

GRADE mVE'Lt 4-6 

TIME ALLOTrffiNT: 39 minutes 

VOOABULAHY: akia'taha - belt 

I', PURPOSl: to provide, information regarding 

three important vrampum belts, 

II. INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES , • 

I 

The student vjill i ' ^ ' • . 

1« recognize and name each belt when it 
is shown 

2^ describe each of the three belts 
3^ give the meaning of each belt 

III. rmiERIALSi Pictures- of the 2 row' wamp^ belt, 

the George Washington Oovene^nt Belt and 
the Hiawatha Belt. Replicas of 'phe actual 
belts if available « 

IV. METHODS' Hold up the picture of the|2,a;ow 

v^ampum^. Ask a student to desci^be the 
. belt and ask" if anyone knows wJ^at it means ^ 

Tell. the students the meaning, of the belt. 
Discuss \fhy the belt was necessary. 
Hold up each of the other belto^ Jollo\' the 
above procedure V . 

V. " EVALUATIOlf: V/hen given an activity sheet, the 

student v/ill answer each question Gorrectly. 



IHuT3TJCTI0HAL R3^0UH03 , 

The belt says! "I'his sj^iboli^eo the agree- 
ment under ^rhich the Iroquois '■elconied the vrhite 
peoples to their landsa 'We '^rlll not be like fathc 
, and son^ but like brothers^ These. ti;o. rou*s v/ill sym* 
bolif^.e vessels^ travelinB dovm the same river together* 
One %dll be for the Criginal People^ their laws^ their 
customs^ and the other for the European people and 
their laKS and customs^ I7e vrill each\travel, the river 
together'^ but .each in our oim boat. And neither of us 
will try to steer the other's vessels The agree- 
ment has been kept by the Iroquois to this datef 



/ 



/ 



"^Harihokv/ats* Hov^ DeE^ocracy Oane to Ot^ ae,^is & The 

# ^ .. . . . 

Thundervrater rloveffient ^ (Hoosevelto\T:i, WY: Akv/esasne 

Notes), p^l . t 
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G^OSGi ^•/AwHINGICN CDVl^aOT BELT 

3ifei Lengthy 6 feet 5>i"| Hows ^/ide, 15; (approx- 
imately 10,000 beads) 
Colon PwoplB beaded fig\ires on a v/hite beaded back- 
ground 

oymbolXTing 15 aen vith outstretched arms ajad 
clasping hands « In the center is a figure of a house | 
from the roof extende a protecting shelter for the two 
men on each side; these are the keepers of the east- 
ern and !jestern doors (Ilohav/k, Seneca) guardians of 
the Iroouois longhouae^ CDhe r'^maining 13 figiires 
represent the original 13 fires (colonies) Joined in 
imity by clasped hands, The desipi is mnde n'ith dark 
beads cn a solid vrhite background vrhich denotes peace 
and friendship » 

This belt is thought to symbolize the treaty of 

1779 during George 1/ashington' s Presidency* AjQong 

nany other promises made by the United States in this 
# 

troaty ^^as that the Uab, aclmowledged the lands re- 
served to the six nations to be forever property of 
the six nations^ and the U*G. -jould never disturb or 
claim these Iwida, that the lands »7ore to remain theirs 
until they alone chose to sell. They also promisad they 
v/ould protect the six nations form any including sep- 

25 2d 



arate states, and that thj = ould never interfere in 
the internr.1 affairs of the siK nations. 

Today this treaty has al^T^ys been upheld faith- 
fully by the six nations. Noi^ the U«u. only nai^es 
an effort to distribute 3 or 4 yards of annunity 
cloth each year as provided in the treaty^ Hovfever 
if the Uow. had been able to keep their ^ord all of 
viestern ^ev; York i^ould ntill belong to the six nations 
and the .Cinrua Bam '^ould have never been builc. 



— : - -IroQUOis \anpi^ Belts ^ Gov^anda, ICYi 

Go^-^anda Central school 



INSTRUCT lONAl It::^0U3Ci: 
descriptions 

A broad belt of -'nripum of thirty-eight rous^ having a 
v^hit© heart in the center^ on either side of rhich ar^ 
t\'Q vhite square.f all cormectGd -dth the heart by '/hite 
^ov^s of beads shall be the enblem of unity of the five 
nations^ 

The first of the snuarer^ on the left represents the 
I-:oha-;k Nation and its territory, ^he .second square on the 
left and near the heart represents the Oneida Nation, and 
the ^hite heart in the middle represents the territory of 
the OnondsQa Nation, it also moans that the heart of the 
Five Nations is siiijle in its loyalty to the gi'eat peace ^ 
and that the r^reat peace is lodged in the heart and that 
the council fire is to burn there for the Five Nations o 
Further it means that the authority is given to advance 
the cause of peace v-hereby hostile nations out of the 
league shall cease * warfare ^ The -./hite snuare to the right 
of the heart represents the Cayuga Nations and its ter- 
ritory of the 3eneca Wationa 

Ihite here synLbolir.es that no evil nor jealous thoughts 
shall creep into the minds of the chief's -*hile in coun- 
cil undor the grout peace ^ White ^ the enblem of peace , ' love ^ 
charity, and equity surrounds the Five Nations^ 

^ — ,^„^ irQQU0is ^'ampm Belts . (Gov;anda Central ^chooli 

Go'vanda, NY. 
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